


Bishop John Still

Family legend has it that the Still family described in this paper is descended from a prominent family that
originated in Suffolk and included Bishop John Still. There is limited evidence to support this and it is sensible
to conclude that there is no such relationship. However, it is helpful to explain what is thought to be the
relationship.

The earliest known member of the prominent Still family was William Still, born in about 1515 in Grantham,
Lincolnshire. William married Joanne Stillwell. They had five children. Their youngest, Alice married Adam
Winthrop. The Winthrops were a prominent family in both England and America. Alice died during
childbirth in 1577, just three years after their marriage. Adam remarried in 1579 Anne Browne, son of Henry
Browne, former clergyman of Groton. Their eldest son was John Winthrop, born on January 12, 1587, who
became the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company, a position that meant that he was also Governor
of the State. His direct descendants today include John Kerry, former US Secretary of State and currently the
US president’s envoy on climate. John Kerry has another connection with the Still family. His direct ancestor
John Cabot was born in Jersey in April 1680, the son of Francois Cabot, born in Trinity in 1637, and Susanna
De Grouchy. Francois’s ancestors include Giffards, Hamons and Le Sueurs. He is the 11% cousin three times
removed of the children of Peggy Still.

William and Joanne’s oldest child, John, was born 1543. He was Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University
1570-73, Canon of Westminster in 1573, Master of St John’s College Cambridge 1574-77, Master of Trinity
College Cambridge 1577-83, Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University 1575-76 and 1592-93 and Bishop of
Bath and Wells from 1592 to 1608.

John married his first wife, Anne Alabaster, in 1576. John and Anne had
ten children in 13 years, all born in Hadleigh. Their daughter, Catherine,
was born in about 1600. She married the Reverend Charles Chauncy, a
physician and barrister, and they emigrated to America in 1637.
Reverend Chauncey became the second President of Harvard
University. She was the mother of nine children. All six of her sons
became ministers. Catherine died on 24 June 1667 and is buried together
with her husband in the Old Burying Ground, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.  Her direct descendants include several eminent
Americans: Commodore Isaac Chaucey, Joseph Strong (jurist, member
of Congress), Samuel Goodrich (publisher and write), Frederick Law
Olmsted (landscape architect, whose work included Central Park, New
York and the grounds of the Capitol, Washington DC), Guy Lowell
(architect) and Joseph Wright Alsop (newspaper columnist and political
analys.

While his wife Anne was still alive Bishop John Still had a relationship
with Jane Horner, daughter of Sir John Horner, a cloth merchant, from
Wells in Somerset. (Sir John may be the “Little Jack Horner” of nursery
rhyme fame.)

Bishop John Still

For there to be a link between Bishop John Still and the Sussex Stills then Henry Still, born in 1700 in Nuthurst,
must have been a direct descendant of one of the children of the second marriage of John Still, to Jane Horner.
Any such children were probably born in Somerset, which is a long way from Sussex. Also, John Still was a
prominent and prosperous bishop and the Sussex Stills were agricultural labourers.

There are no genealogical records that link the Bishop to the Sussex Stills, nor is there any circumstantial
evidence to support such a link. In due course it may be possible to check DNA records of the known
descendants of Bishop John Still with those of the Sussex Stills.

For the time being it is safe to assume that the Sussex Stills are not descendants of Bishop John Still.
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